Lane Library – Armstrong Atlantic State University

Information Literacy Lesson Plan 

Plagiarism 101: 

Class Objectives and Basic Lesson Plan
Class Discussion: 
15-20 minutes
Objective – 

The intention of the discussion is for students to understand, in their own words and from their peers, what plagiarism is, why it is wrong, and some techniques to avoid it.  Having students self-define academic standards creates peer-norms which students are often more likely to follow.

Led by a librarian, students will participate in a class (or small group) discussion about the importance of citations in research, the definition of plagiarism and why it is wrong, and the repercussions of if they are caught plagiarizing.  In addition, students will discuss the reasons that students are often tempted to commit plagiarism as well as ways to avoid plagiarism including basic time management as well as note-taking and writing techniques.  

Discussion Questions: 

· What is Plagiarism? 

· Why is it important to cite your research? 

· Why do students plagiarize? 

· Why is plagiarism wrong?  

· How would anyone know if I did it? 

· What are the repercussions of plagiarism?  

· What are the tools / methods that you use to avoid the temptation to plagiarize?  

· How do you manage your research notes and working bibliography? 

Materials Needed – 

Handout of School Honor Code
Handout of Plagiarism Cases in the News or Newspaper article of plagiarism case

Lecture:  
15-20 minutes
A librarian will review the following: 
· Clear definition of plagiarism

· Common knowledge vs. Information that should be cited

· “Fair Use” & “Public Domain”

· When & How to :

· Direct Quote

Lecture, continued:  

15-20 minutes

· Paraphrase

· Summarize

· Where to locate bibliographic information in a source

· Works Cited vs. Bibliography

· Internal citations

Materials Needed: 

Handout – Tips on Research Methods & Note Taking

Handout -  How & When to use Direct Quotes, Paraphrase or Summarize

Physical Examples (Book, Journal, Web Site, etc) to show students where bibliographic 


information can be found.  

Exercise: 

15-20 minutes
Students will be required to complete an in-class exercise to practice their skills at quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing and citing from a textual source.  
A group discussion of the results will help to reinforce class learning as well as allow students to hear the differences in how the source material is interpreted by others.  

Successful completion of the exercise will serve as verification to the instructor that the student has completed the class.  

Materials Needed: 

Handout – Assignment sheet that provides excerpt from a textual source and asks students to provide an example of directly quoting from it, paraphrasing it and summarizing it.  

Lesson Plan created by Kate Farley at Armstrong Atlantic State University, 2008. 


