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[Insert TBC name] Launches Campaign to Increase Awareness and Use 
of “Talking Books” for Visually Impaired
[Insert TBC name], a special library service of [insert host library name], has kicked off a three-month public relations campaign, “Take a Talking Book,” aimed at educating the area’s seniors and their families and friends about the special library services available especially for individuals who cannot read standard print.

A “talking book” is a specially recorded book on tape.  The talking book program offers those who can’t see regular print, hold a book, or turn a page an opportunity to continue enjoying reading.  These high-quality recordings of books and magazines are played on easy-to-use playback equipment.  The talking books and playback equipment are available at no charge to people who are eligible. 
Nationally, talking books are provided through the National Library Service for the Blind & Physically Handicapped, a service of the Library of Congress.  Talking books are provided to Georgia residents through the Georgia Library for Accessible Services and a network of regional Talking Books Centers.  [Insert TBC name] services eligible individuals in [insert service area counties].  Talking books and playback equipment can be picked up at [insert library name] or they can be mailed to the library user’s home at no charge.

With more than 60,000 book titles available in recorded formats, the program is able to provide a range of books similar to that in any public library collection.   The program also offers recordings of 46 national magazines, such as Good Housekeeping, National Geographic, People Weekly, Sports Illustrated and U.S. News & World Report.  

Librarians at [insert TBC name] are available to assist eligible library users and their families or caregivers.  Librarians can help library users identify and order talking books and magazines that meet their interests.  A catalog of available titles is also available online for Web-savvy seniors or their families or caregivers.
Blind, visually impaired and physically disabled Georgians must register with [insert TBC name] to borrow talking books.  The “Take a Talking Book” campaign is directed specifically toward seniors because many seniors experience a decrease in sight or physical dexterity.  Georgia’s fastest growing age group is citizens over 60.  [Insert TBC name] hopes the “Take a Talking Book” campaign will help increase the number of seniors who take advantage of this free library service to help them continue to read, learn and enjoy books.
For more information about talking books or other library services for individuals with visual, physical or learning disabilities, please call the [insert TBC name] at [insert phone number] or visit [insert Web site].
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