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Core Collections : Bibliography of Resources 
 
 
ARTICLES: 
 
“Building a core Internet reference collection,” by Diane K Kovacs, guest columnist, Off 
the Shelf & Onto the Web.  Reference & User Services Quarterly, v. 39, no. 3, Spring 
2002, pp. 233-239. 
 
“Core reference tools.”  Unabashed Librarian, no. 111, 1999, pp.12-13. 
 
“Evaluating public library adult fiction: can we define a core collection? (Titles owned by 
the highest number of OCLC member libraries),” by Judith Jamison Senkevitch and 
James H. Sweetland.  RQ, v. 36, Fall, 1996, pp. 103-117. 
 
“Identifying a professional core collection for the librarian of the small- to medium-sized 
public library (through a review of the professional literature and a survey of public 
library practitioners in Oklahoma),” by Martha Vines Henderson.  Public Library 
Quarterly,  v. 10, no. 3, 1990, pp. 15-28. 
 
“Identifying a professional core collection for the librarian of the small- to medium-sized  
public library: a national survey,” by Martha Vines Henderson.  Public Library Quarterly,  
v. 10, no. 4, 1991, pp. 21-38. 
 
“The perfect tens:  the top forty books reviewed in Voice of Youth Advocates 1996-
2000,” by Patrick Jones.  Voice of Youth Advocates, v. 24, no. 2, June 2001, pp. 94-99. 
 
“Public libraries and adult fiction: another look at a core list of ‘classics’ (most widely 
held titles by OCLC member libraries),” by Judith Jamison Senkevitch and James H. 
Sweetland.  Library Resources & Technical Services, v. 42, no. 2, April, 1998, pp. 102-
112. 
 
Note:  Booklist often includes a “Core Collection” column in its Reference Books 
Bulletin Section.  Four examples follow: 

• “Core collection:  alternative health (reference books and Web sites),” by 
Barbara M. Bibel.  Booklist, v. 96, no. 22, Aug. 2000, pp. 2192-2193. 

• “Core collections:  history of science (books and Web sites),” by Linda Loos 
Scarth and Jack O’Gorman.  Booklist, v. 98, no. 7, December 1 2001, pp. 668-
669.  

• “Core collection:  small business (books and Web sites),” by Susan C. Awe.  
Booklist, v. 97, no. 5, Nov. 1 2000, p. 572. 

• “Core collection:  urban studies,” by M. Uri Toch.  Booklist, v. 98, no. 4, Oct. 
15 2001, pp. 432-433. 
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BOOKS: 
 
Alabaster, Carol.  Developing an outstanding core collection:  a guide for public libraries.  
ALA, 2002.   (024.21 A) 
 
Cooper, John and Jonathan Cooper.  Children’s fiction 1900-1950.  Ashgate Publishing 
Co., 1998.  (016.8239120809282 C) 

 
DeLong, Janice A. and Rachel E. Schwedt.  Core collection for small libraries: an 
annotated bibliography of books for children and young adults.  Scarecrow Press, 1997.  
(011.62 D) 
 
Gallant, Jennifer Jung.  Best videos for children and young adults: a core collection for 
libraries.  ABC-CLIO, 1990.  (OCLC# 21972200) 
 
Gillespie, John Thomas.  Guides to collection development for children and young adults.  
Libraries Unlimited, 1998.  (011.62 G) 
 
Jones, Patrick.  Connecting young adults and libraries: a how-to-do-it manual.  Neal-
Schuman, 1992.  (OCLC# 24907836) 
 
Jones, Patrick.  Connecting young adults and libraries: a how-to-do-it manual.  2nd ed.  
Neal-Schuman, 1998.  (025.56 J 2nd ed.) 
 
Kovaks, Diane.  Building electronic library collections:  the essential guide to selection 
criteria and core subject collections.  Neal-Schuman, 2000.  (025.284 K) 
 
Pitman, Randy and Elliott Swanson.  Video movies: a core collection for libraries.  ABC-
CLIO, 1990.  (OCLC# 20690777) 
 
Recommended reference books for small and medium-sized libraries and media centers.  
Bohdan S. Wynar, editor.  Libraries Unlimited.   (011.02 1998-2002) 
 
Riechel, Rosemarie.  Children’s nonfiction for adult information needs: an annotated 
bibliography.  Linnet Professional Publications, 1998.  (016.808899282 R) 
 
Video curation: constructing library core collections.  Library Media Project, 1999- 
v. 1, Issues of Aging.  (011.37 V) 
 
Videoforum: a videography for libraries.  National Video Resources, 1993- 
v. 1, Native American issues; v.2, Latino issues; v.3, Health issues.  (011.37 V)   


